
Does the PWS serve
at least 25 residents 

year-round?

DECISION TREE FOR SMALL WATER SUPPLIER REPORTING

How many service connections does the potable water system have?

Over 3,000 Less than 3,000

Urban Water 
Supplier (UWS)

Small Water 
Supplier (SWS)

Subject to requirements of 
California Code of Regulations 
title 23 section 864.5 or 865 

(23 CCR § 864.5 or 865)

No SWS Report required

Does the SWS 
have between 15 

and 3,000 
connections?

NO

Is the SWS a 
wholesale supplier?

No SWS Report required YES

Does the SWS 
serve at least 

25 people at least 
60 days 

per year?

NO

Public Water System
(PWS, per US EPA definition)

YES

Community Water System
(CWS)

YES NO

SWS Report required

Subject to requirements of 
23 CCR § 865(g)(1) and (2)

Non-Transient Non-Community 
Water System (NTNCWS)

Transient Non-Community 
Water System (TNCWS)

(e.g. gas stations, campgrounds)

YES

NO

No SWS Report required
Subject to requirements of 

23 CCR § 865(g)(1)

No SWS Report required

Subject to requirements of 
23 CCR § 865(g)(1)

No SWS Report required

Subject to requirements of 
23 CCR § 865(g)(1)

LEGEND
· 23 CCR § X - California Code of Regulations title 23 section X
· CII – commercial, industrial, or institutional
· CWS – community water system
· NTNCWS – non-transient non-community water system
· PWS – public water system
· SWS – small water supplier
· TNCWS – transient non-community water system
· US EPA – United States Environmental Protection Agency
· UWS – urban water supplier

LINKS
Emergency Regulation: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/
docs/emergency_reg/051816_10_final_adopted_regs.pdf

SWS Reporting Tool: http://www.drinc.ca.gov/dnn/Applications/PublicWaterSystems/
SmallWaterSupplierConservationReporting.aspx

SWS Report FAQs: http://www.drinc.ca.gov/dnn/Portals/0/Documents/Projects/Drought%20WG/

Instructions%20for%20reporting%20tool%20v2.pdf

US EPA PWS Definitions: https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/information-about-public-water-systems

Does the PWS 
serve at least 25 of the 
same people at least 
6 months per year? 

(e.g. schools, factories,

 offices, hospitals)

Is the SWS for a 
commercial, industrial, or 

institutional (CII) property?
(e.g. prisons, universities)

Subject to requirements of 
23 CCR § 864(c)(1) or (2)

YES

No SWS Report required

YES

https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/information-about-public-water-systems
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/docs/emergency_reg/051816_10_final_adopted_regs.pdf
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