Annual Drinking Water Quality Report - 2011
 (Southern California Edison - Big Creek #1 Domestic Water Plant)

Posted from 6-1-2012 to 7-1-2012


System # 1009111
We're pleased to present to you this year's Annual Water Quality Report. This report is designed to inform you about the quality of water and services we deliver to you every day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment process and protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your water. Our water source is surface water from Huntington Lake via Big Creek #1 Penstock.  

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Tod C. Gibson at 559 893-2030. 

Big Creek #1 Domestic Water Plant routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws.  Our testing is performed by BSK Labs an independent, certified laboratory.

This table shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1st to December 31st, 2011.  There are many other contaminants that we tested for in 2011, however they are too numerous to list and all constituents were non detect.   All drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  It's important to remember that the presence of these contaminants does not necessarily pose a health risk 

In this table you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the following definitions:

Non-Detects (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present.

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - nephelometric turbidity unit is a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.
Treatment Technique (TT) - A treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Contaminant Level- The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The “Goal”(MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

Public Health Goal or PHG – The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  PHGs are set by the California Environmental Protection Agency.

	TEST RESULTS

	Contaminant
	Violation

Y/N
	Level 

Detected
	Range
	Unit

Measurement
	MCL
	PHG
	MCLG
	Likely Source of Contamination

	Microbiological Contaminants

	Total Coliform Bacteria
	N
	ND
	
	
	presence of coliform bacteria in 5% of monthly samples
	N/A
	0
	Naturally present in the environment

	 Fecal coliform and             E.coli
	N
	ND
	
	
	a routine sample and repeat sample are total coliform positive, and one is also fecal coliform or E. coli positive
	N/A
	0
	Human and animal waste

	 Turbidity
	N
	0.396*
	.020 to .396
	NTU
	Treatment Technique**
	1.0
	N/A
	Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of water from soil runoff

	Lead
	N
	.029

	0.001 to .029
	mg/L 
	0.015


	
	
	Solder and fittings in pipes and faucets

	Copper
	N
	1.1
	0.001 to 1.4
	mg/L
	1.3
	
	
	Copper pipes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Radioactive Contaminants

	 Alpha Activity, Gross    
	N
	ND
	
	pCi/L
	15
	N/A
	N/A
	Erosion of natural deposits


*   This is the highest single measurement for the year.  NTU is logged every 4 hours continuously.

** The treatment technique in Big Creek used to remove turbidity is multiple stage filtration.

Gross alpha activity:  “Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation known as alpha radiation. Some people who drink water containing alpha emitters in excess of the MCL over many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer.” 

Lead was detected in a small number of houses.  Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population.  It is possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of materials used in your homes plumbing.  If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home water you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.  Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800-426-4791)
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
Please call our office if you have questions.
We at Southern California Edison - Big Creek #1 Domestic Water Plant work around the clock to provide top quality water to every tap.  We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our community, our way of life and our children’s future.




Tod C. Gibson – Water Treatment Operator (Grade 2)
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