
When our wells are operating, the pumped groundwater contains nitrate at levels that exceed one-half the maxi-
mum contaminant level (MCL).  The wells only operate when the nitrate is less than the MCL.  Frequent testing of the well water is required by 
the Department of Public Health (CDPH) to verify that the water served to our customers never exceeds the MCL.  The source of the elevated 
nitrate could be septic tanks or nitrogen fertilizers.   Nitrate in drinking water at levels above the MCL of 45 milligrams-per-liter is a health risk for 
infants of less than six months of age.  High nitrate levels in drinking water can interfere with the capacity of the infant’s blood to carry oxygen 
resulting in a serious illness; symptoms include shortness of breath and blueness of the skin.  High nitrate levels may also affect the ability of the 
blood to carry oxygen in other individuals, such as pregnant women and those with certain specific enzyme deficiencies.  If you are caring for an 
infant or you are pregnant, you should ask advice from your health care provider, or choose to use bottled water for mixing formula and juice for 
your baby.     
 

Arsenic is an element that occurs in the earth’s crust.  Accordingly, there are natural sources of exposure.  While your drinking water meets 
the current standard for arsenic, it does contain low levels of arsenic.  The drinking water standard balances the current understanding of arse-
nic’s possible health effects against the cost of removing arsenic from drinking water.   The CDPH continues to research the health effects of low 
levels of arsenic, which is known to cause cancer at high concentrations and is linked to other health effects such as skin damage and circulatory 
problems.  The  USEPA established a maximum contaminant level for arsenic of 50 parts per billion in 1975.  In January 2002, USEPA finalized a 
new standard for arsenic in drinking water that requires public water suppliers to reduce arsenic to 10 parts per billion.  Groundwater and im-
ported water supplies in the La Cañada Irrigation District service area generally range between non-detectable levels and 6 parts per billion. 
 

Definitions of terms used in the water quality charts: 
 

 Public Health Goal (PHG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or suspected risk to health.  
PHGs are set by the California Environmental Protection Agency. 

 Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or sus-
pected risk to health.  MCLGs are set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

 Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  Primary MCLs  are set 
as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is economically and technologically feasible.  Primary drinking water standards are MCLs for 
contaminants that effect health along with their monitoring and reporting requirements, and water treatment requirements.          
Secondary MCLs are set to protect the odor, taste, and appearance of drinking water. 

 Regulatory Action Level (AL) is the concentration of a contaminant which, when exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments that a water system must follow. 

Lead and copper have not been detected in our groundwater or imported water sources; however, 
these metals can increase when water contacts plumbing materials in your home.  Because domestic plumbing is the primary source of 
these metals, drinking water regulations require testing tap water samples for lead and copper inside a number of representative homes 
every three years.  If more than 10 percent of the tap samples from homes exceed the action level set by the USEPA, the water system 
is required to treat the water in a way that reduces the corrosiveness of the water.  Testing completed in 2010 showed tap water sam-
ples with detectable copper.  However, levels were well below the action level of concern.  The next round of testing to be completed by 
LCID will occur in 2013. 
 

It is possible that lead levels at your home are higher than at other homes in the community as a result of materials  
used in your home’s plumbing.  Infants and young children are more vulnerable to the effects of lead in drinking water than the general    
population.  You can minimize exposure to lead by using the first water in the morning out of your tap for something other than drinking 
or you can flush the water out of your tap before drinking by running the water for only a few seconds. 

MCL Average Range of MC L
(MRDL/MRDLG) Amount Detections Violation?

 To tal Triha lomethanes (ppb) 80 54 .2 47.3  - 61 .8 No  Byproducts o f ch lorine disinfection
 Ha loace tic A cids (ppb) 60 21 .2 13.9  - 24 .1 No  Byproducts o f ch lorine disinfection
 Ch lo rine Residua l (ppm) (4 / 4 ) 1 .7 0.4  - 2.2 No  Disin fectan t added for t reatment
 Turb idity (ntu) 5* 0.29 0.1  - 2.6 No  Erosion o f natu ral deposits
 Co lo r (co lor un its) 15* 3 .1 3 No  Erosion o f natu ral deposits
 O dor (th resho ld) 3* 1 1 No

Action Level PHG 90th Percentile Sites Exceeding AL  / AL
Valu e Nu mb er of Sites Violation?

 Lead (ppb) 15 2 12 0/ 25 No  Corrosion of household  plumbing
 Copper (ppm) 1.3 0.17 0.45 0 / 25 No  Corrosion of household  plumbing
 E very th ree years, 20  residences are tested  fo r lead and c opper a t-the -tap.   Th is  year,  in add it ion to the  sites us ed in  2007  5  extra  sites were  added to ens ure accurate data sampling.   
The mos t recent set of samples was collected in  2010.  Lead was detected  in 5 samples.A regula tory A ction  Level (AL) is the  concentrat ion of a contaminant which , if exceeded in  more than 
10 percent o f the samples,  triggers treatment  or o ther requ irements which a water system must  follow.  LCID is in  compliance  with the  lead A L regula tion .  Copper was detected in  15  samp les, 
none o f which  exceeded the  AL.  The next  round of requ ired  testing  will occur in  2013.

LA CANADA IRR IGATION DISTR IC T DISTRIBU TION  SYSTEM WATER  QUALITY

Typ ical So urce

Of Contamin ant
Typ ical So urce

Of Contamin ant

LEAD  AND  C OPPER ACTION LEVELS AT RESIDENTIAL TAPS

 ntu = nephelometric tu rb id ity units; ND = not  de tec ted ; MRDL = Maximum Res diua l Disn fec tan t Leve l;  MRDLG = Maximum Residual Disin fectan t Leve l Goa l; 
 *  Contaminant is  regu lated by a secondary standard to main ta in  aesthetic qua lities (taste,  odor, color)

 Four loca tions in the  d ist ribution  system are  tested  month ly for odor, color and tu rb id ity.  Two  loca tions are  tested  quarte rly f or triha lomethanes and ha loacetic acids.
 Usua lly ch lorine

 Chemical MCL PHG Averag e Range o f MCL Most Recent
(MCL G) Amount Detection s Violatio n? Samp ling Date

15 n/a 8.3 5.4 - 15 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
5 n/a 0 ND - 0 .01 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
20 0.5 6.1 5.4 - 7 .4 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits

1000 2000 70 ND - 110 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
45 45 26.3 2.2 - 46 No 2012  Fert ilizers, Septic Tanks
10 10 6.2 ND - 10 No 2012  Fert ilizers, Septic Tanks
50 0.004 1.7 ND - 5 .1 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
6 6 0.6 ND - 4 .7 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
2 1 0.3 0.27 - 0 .43 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits

5 0.06 0.3 ND - 0 .8 No 2012  Industrial Solvent Discharge
5 0.06 1.0 ND - 2 .2 No 2012  Industrial Solvent Discharge

500* n/a 44.7 6.0 - 71 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
 O dor (th reshold odor number) 3 * n/a 1 1 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits

1600* n/a 667 450 - 830 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
500* n/a 71.3 55 - 92 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
500* n/a 0 ND - 0 .1 No 2012  Found in  Detergents
1000* n/a 400 260 - 510 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits

5 * n/a 0.3 0.1 - 0 .7 No 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits

Not Regu la ted n/a 183 180 - 190 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
Not Regu la ted n/a 75.3 52 - 99 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
Not Regu la ted n/a < 1 .0 ND - 1 .0 n/a 2007  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
Not Regu la ted n/a 288 230 - 350 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
Not Regu la ted n/a 24 19 - 30 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
Not Regu la ted n/a 2.4 2.3 - 2 .5 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
Not Regu la ted n/a 28 21 - 35 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits
Not Regu la ted n/a 6.4 ND - 11 n/a 2012  E rosion  of  Natura l Deposits

 ppb = parts-per-billion ; ppm = parts-per-million ; pCi/L = picoCuries per lit er; ntu = nephelometric turbid it y un its; ND = not detected;  n/a  = no t applicable;  
 <  = average is less than the detection limit fo r report ing purposes;  MCL = Maximum Contaminant Leve l; (MCLG ) = federal MCL Goal; PHG = Californ ia Pub lic 
 Health  Goal; µmho/cm = micromho per centimeter;  *Contaminant is regulated by a  secondary standard to mainta in aesthet ic qualities (taste , odor, color).

LA CANADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT GROUNDWATER QUALITY

 Ch loride (ppm)

 Fluoride (ppm)

 A rs enic (ppb)

 Barium (ppb)

 Radiologicals
 A lpha Rad iation (pCi/L )

 Nitrate+Nit rite  (ppm as N)

 Organ ic Chemicals

 Secondary Standards*

 Tetrachloroethylene PCE (ppb)

 Surfactants (MBAS) (ppb)

 Specific Conduc tance (umho/cm)
 Sulfa te (ppm)

 Trichlo roethylene TCE (ppb)

Typical Source
of Contamin ant

 Uran ium (pCi/L)

 Perchlorate (ppb)

 Nitrate (ppm as NO 3)

 Inorganic Chemicals

 Radium (pCi/L )

 Vanadium (ppb)
 Sod ium (ppm)

 Total Disso lved Solids  (ppm)

 Ca lcium (ppm)

 Hardness (ppm)

 A lkalinity (ppm as CaCO3)

 Potassium (ppm)
 Magnesium (ppm)

 Unregulated Contaminants Requiring Monito ring

 Chromium (V I) (ppb)

 Turb idity (ntu)

 C h e m i c a l M C L P H G Av e ra g e R a n g e  o f M C L T y p ic a l  S o u r c e  o f C o n ta m i n a n t
(M C L G ) A m o u n t D e te c ti o n s V i o l a ti o n ?

R a d i o l o g i c a l s  - T e s t e d  i n  2 0 1 1
 A lp h a  R a d ia ti o n  ( p C i /L ) 1 5 n /a N D N D  - 3 N o
 B e t a  R a d ia ti o n  ( p C i /L ) 5 0 n /a 4 N D  - 6 N o
 U r a n iu m  ( p C i /L ) 2 0 0 . 4 3 2 1 .0 - 2 .0 N o

 I n o r g a n i c  C h e m ic a l s  -  T e s te d  in  2 0 1 2
1 0 0 0 6 0 1 2 0 N D  -  2 1 0 N o

1 0 0 . 0 0 4 N D N D N o
1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 N D N D N o

2 1 0 .8 0 .7  -  1 . 3 N o
( i ) 1 0 .8 0 .6  -  1 . 1 N o

 N i tr a t e  a n d  N i tri t e  a s  N  ( p p m ) 1 0 1 0 N D N D N o
 N i tr a t e  a s  N  ( p p m ) 1 0 1 0 N D N D N o

 S e c o n d a r y  S t a n d a r d s  -  T e s te d  i n  2 0 1 2
2 0 0 * 6 0 0 1 2 0 N D  - 2 2 0 N o R e s id u e  fr o m  w a te r  t re a tm e n t p r o c e s s ; n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts
5 0 0 * n /a 9 0 8 5  -  9 5 N o  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts

 C o lo r  (c o lo r  u n i ts ) 1 5 * n /a 1 1  -  1 N o R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts
 C o rr o s i v i ty  (L S I) n o n -c o r ro s iv e n /a 0 .2 8 0 .2  - 0 .3 2 N o  E le m e n ta l b a la n c e  i n  w a te r
 O d o r ( o d o r  u n i ts ) 3 * n /a 2 2 N o  N a tu ra ll y  o c c u r r i n g  o r g a n ic  m a te r i a l s
 S p e c i fi c  C o n d u c ta n c e  (µ m h o /c m ) 1 ,6 0 0 *

n /a 7 4 0 3 5 0  -  9 3 0 N o  S u b s ta n c e s  th a t fo r m  io n s  i n  w a te r
 S u l fa te  ( p p m ) 5 0 0 * n /a 1 4 0 1 3 0  -  1 6 0 N o  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts
 T o ta l D i s s o l v e d  S o li d s  ( p p m ) 1 ,0 0 0 * n /a 4 7 0 4 5 0  - 4 9 0  N o  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts
 T u rb id i ty  ( N T U )* 5 * n /a N D N D N o  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts

 U n r e g u l a t e d  C h e m i c a ls  - T e s t e d  i n  2 0 1 2  
 A l k a l i n i ty  (p p m ) * N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 9 5 6 1  - 1 2 0 n / a  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts
 B o r o n  ( p p b ) N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 1 3 0 1 3 0 n / a  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts
 C a lc iu m  ( p p m ) N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 4 6 4 5  -  4 8 n / a  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts
 C h ro m iu m  V I  ( p p b ) N o t  R e g u la te d n /a N D N D n / a  In d u s t ry  w a s te  d i s c h a r g e / n a tu r a l l y  p re s e n t
 H a rd n e s s , t o ta l  ( p p m ) N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 2 0 0 8 0  - 2 7 0 n / a  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts
 M a g n e s iu m  ( p p m ) N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 2 0 1 9  -  2 0 n / a  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts
 p H  ( p H  u n i ts ) * N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 8 .1 7 .8  -  8 . 6 n / a  H y d ro g e n  i o n  c o n c e n t ra ti o n
 P o t a s s iu m  (p p m ) N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 3 .9 3 .7  -  4 . 1 n / a  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts

N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 7 8 7 4  -  8 2 n / a  R u n o ff o r  l e a c h in g  fr o m  n a t u r a l  d e p o s i ts
N o t  R e g u la te d n /a 2 .3 1 .8  -  2 . 6 n / a  V a r io u s  n a tu ra l  a n d  m a n - m a d e  s o u r c e s

 V a n a d iu m  ( p p b ) * N o t  R e g u la te d n /a N D N D n / a N a tu r a l l y - o c c u rr i n g ; i n d u s t ri a l  w a s te  d i s c h a r g e
 p p b  =  p a r ts - p e r -b il l i o n ; p p m  =  p a r ts - p e r -m i l l io n ; p C i /L  =  p ic o C u r ie s  p e r  l i te r; n tu  =  n e p h e lo m e t ri c  t u r b id i ty  u n it s ; µ m h o /c m  =  m ic r o m h o s  p e r  c e n tim e t e r ; 
 N D  =  n o t d e te c t e d ; N C = n o t  c o ll e c c te d ;<  =  a v e r a g e  i s  l e s s  th a n  th e  d e t e c ti o n  l im i t fo r  re p o rt i n g  p u rp o s e s ; M C L  =  M a x im u m  C o n ta m in a n t L e v e l ; (M C L G )  =  fe d e ra l  M C L  G o a l ; 

 T u rb i d i t y  - c o m b i n e d  fi l te r e ffl u e n t T r e a tm e n t T u r b id it y T T T y p ic a l  S o u r c e
T e c h n i q u e M e a s u r e m e n ts V i o l a ti o n ? o f C o n t a m i n a n t

 1 )  H ig h e s t s i n g le  tu r b id i ty  m e a s u r e m e n t 0 . 3  N T U 0 . 0 4 N o  S o i l  r u n -o ff
 2 )  P e rc e n t a g e  o f s a m p le s  le s s  t h a n  0 .3  N T U  9 5 % 1 0 0 % N o  S o i l  r u n -o ff

 T u rb id i ty  i s  a  m e a s u re  o f  th e  c lo u d in e s s  o f  th e  w a t e r , a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f p a rt ic u la te  m a t te r , s o m e  o f w h ic h  m ig h t i n c lu d e  h a r m fu l  m ic r o o rg a n is m s .  L o w  tu rb id i ty  
 i n  M e tr o p o l i ta n ' s  tr e a te d  w a t e r  i s  a  g o o d  i n d ic a to r o f e ff e c ti v e  fi l tr a ti o n .  F i lt ra ti o n  i s  c a l le d  a  " t r e a tm e n t  t e c h n i qu e " .  A  tr e a tm e n t te c h n iq u e  i s  a  re q u ir e d  
 p r o c e s s  i n te n d e d  to  r e d u c e  th e  l e v e l  o f  c o n ta m in a n ts  i n  d r i n k in g  w a t e r  th a t a r e  d i ffi c u lt  a n d  s o m e t im e s  im p o s s ib le   to  m e a s u r e  d i re c tl y .

T h e  f lu o r i d e  l e v e l s  in  th e  tr e a t e d  w a te r a r e  m a in ta in e d  w i th in  a  ra n g e  o f 0 .1  to  1 .0  p p m , a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  D e p a rt m e n t  re g u la ti o n s
M W D S C  tr e a ts  y o u r  w a t e r  b y  a d d in g  fl u o ri d e  t o  t h e  n a tu r a ll y  o c c u r r i n g  l e v e l  i n  o r d e r  to  h e lp  p re v e n t d e n ta l  c a r ie s  i n  c o n s u m e r s .  
 P H G  =  C a l i fo rn ia  P u b li c  H e a l th  G o a l ;  n /a  = n o t a p p l i c a b le ;  L S I =  L a n g e l ie r  S a tu r a t i o n  In d e x ; *  C o n ta m in a n t i s  r e g u la t e d  b y  a  s e c o n d a ry  s ta n d a rd .

 F lu o r id e  (p p m )

 S o d iu m  ( p p m )
T O C  ( p p m )

T r e a tm e n t R e la te d . W a te r a d d i ti v e  f o r  d e n t a l  h e a lt h
 A g r i c u l tu r e  r u n o f f a n d  s e w a g e
 A g r i c u l tu r e  r u n o f f a n d  s e w a g e

 C h lo r id e  (p p m )

B a r iu m  ( p p b )

M E T R O P O L I T A N  W A T E R  D I S T R I C T  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N IA  T R E A T E D  S U R F A C E  W A T E R

A lu m in u m  ( p p b )

 E r o s io n  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts
 E r o s io n  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts

A lu m in u m  ( p p b )

 F lu o r id e  (p p m )

A rs e n ic  ( p p b )
 E r o s io n  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts
 E r o s io n  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts

 E r o s io n  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts
 D e c a y  o f m a n - m a d e  o r n a tu r a l  d e p o s i ts
 E r o s io n  o f n a tu ra l  d e p o s i ts



 
LA CAÑADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

2012 ANNUAL DRINKING WATER QUALITY REPORT 
 

Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su agua de beber.  Tradúzcalo ó hable con 
alguien que lo entienda bien. 

 
 

La Cañada Irrigation District (LCID) serves approximately 9,500 people in the Northwest area of La Cañada 
Flintridge.  LCID obtains drinking water from three sources – tunnel water in the Angeles National Forest watershed, two conventional verti-
cal wells, and imported surface water purchased from the Foothill Municipal Water District.  Foothill purchases water from the Metropolitan   
Water District of Southern California and then sells the water to various retailers in La Cañada Flintridge, La Crescenta and Altadena.  The 
General Manager oversees the company’s operations and reports to a five member Board of Directors.  The Board meets at 7:30 pm every 
2nd Tuesday of the month at 1443 Foothill Boulevard, La Cañada Flintridge.  For more information, you may contact Mr. Douglas Caister, 
General Manager, at (818) 790-6749. 
 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water 
systems.  CDPH regulations also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the same protection for public health.  
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The pres-
ence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More information about contaminants and potential 
health  effects can be obtained by calling the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791). 
 

In 2012, La Cañada Irrigation District (LCID) distributed approximately 2,585 acre feet of water to its 
customers.  This is equivalent to approximately eight hundred forty million gallons.  One acre foot is enough water to cover one acre of 
land, one foot deep with water, or approximately 325,000 gallons.  Less than five percent of the water came from the Picken’s Canyon tun-
nels in the San Gabriel Mountains high above any residential area.  The two tunnels closely resemble buried, horizontal mine shafts.  Two 
conventional vertical wells produced seven percent of the annual water production.  Ninety percent of the total was purchased from the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, a regional wholesaler of imported surface water.  This water is a blend of Colorado River 
water delivered through Metropolitan’s Colorado River Aqueduct and surface water from Northern California delivered through the State of 
California Water Project Aqueduct.  Metropolitan’s water is filtered and disinfected with chlorine (followed by chloramines) at the Weymouth 
Filtration Plant in La Verne.  Chlorine disinfectant is added to Picken’s Canyon tunnel water before it blends with Metropolitan’s water in 
lower reservoirs.  Chlorine kills microorganisms and prevents re-growth of bacteria in storage reservoirs and distribution pipelines. 
 

LCID is required by the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) to test well water and tunnel 
water for organic chemicals, minerals, metals, and bacteria.  Also, we are required to test regularly for bacteria in our distribution sys-
tem.  Lead and copper are tested in tap water from selected residences.  Metropolitan is responsible for water quality testing of their 
treated water.   
 

As in past years, the Detected Contaminant Chart compares the quality of your tap water to State drinking water     
standards.  The water quality chart lists all the regulated drinking water contaminants (and unregulated contaminants requiring monitoring) 
that were detected during the 2012 calendar year. More than 100 regulated contaminants have been tested that were not detected in 
drinking water delivered by LCID; the list of non-detected contaminants is not included in the chart.  Certain regulated chemicals are   
monitored less frequently than once each year.  The results from the most recent testing done in accordance with the monitoring regula-
tions and the respective sampling year are noted in each table.  Some of the data, although more than one year old, are representative of 
the current drinking water quality. 
 

In general, the sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,         
reservoirs, springs and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals 
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. 
 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 1) microbial contaminants, such as virus and bacte-
ria, that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; 2) inorganic contami-
nants, such as salts and metals, that can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater 
discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming; 3) pesticides and herbicides that may come from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses; 4) organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic 
chemicals, that are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff, agricultural application, and septic systems; 5) radioactive contaminants, that can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil 
and gas production and mining activities.  Note: In 2012, LCID had a clean microbial contaminant report, meaning no total positive 
samples were collected in 2012. 
 

Groundwater is protected from many infectious organisms, such as the parasite Cryptosporidium, by the natural   
filtration action of water percolating through soils.  Current conventional surface water treatment methods remove most Cryptosporidium   
organisms when they are present, but 100 percent elimination cannot be guaranteed.  Metropolitan has detected Cryptosporidium in    
some areas of their watershed but has never detected the organism in their treated water.  There is no evidence that Cryptosporidium has      
entered our water supply.  However, some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  
Immuno-compromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, 
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These    
people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  USEPA/Centers for Disease Control guidelines on appro-
priate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 

La Cañada Irrigation District Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP)  The California Urban Water Management Act re-
quires each urban water supplier, with more than 3,000 service connections or providing more than 3,000  AF/Y to prepare an UWMP.  La Cañada 
Irrigation District prepared its 2005 UWMP and submitted it to the Department of Water Resources, in accordance with the UWMP Act.  LCID’s 
UWMP was adopted on December 13, 2005, and was made available to the public for review.  The Plan is filed and can be accessed in the public 
library and the District’s main office.  Today, LCID does not meet the minimum requirements for the submittal of an UWMP. 
 
La Cañada Irrigation District Source Water Assessments  A source water assessment was conducted for Wells 01 and 06 of 
the La Cañada Irrigation District water system in July 2002.  The source is considered most vulnerable due to the following activities associated 
with contaminants in the water supply: automobile (gas stations), dry cleaners, drinking water treatment plants, wells (water supply), chemical/
petroleum processing/storage, historic waste dumps/landfills, injection wells/dry wells/sumps, automobile repair shops, utility stations 
(maintenance areas), housing (high density), parking lots/malls, septic systems (high density), appliance/electronic repair, medical/dental offices/
clinics, fertilizer, pesticide/herbicide application, motor pools, office buildings/complexes, schools, and sewer collection systems. The source is con-
sidered most vulnerable to the following activities not associated with any detected contaminants: above ground storage tanks, construction/
demolition staging areas and transportation corridors (freeways/state highways).  A source water assessment was also conducted for Pickens Tun-
nel of the La Cañada Irrigation District water system in July 2002.   The source is considered most vulnerable to the following activities not associ-
ated with any detected contaminants: managed forests and wells (water supply).  A copy of the complete assessment may be viewed at: La 
Cañada Irrigation District 1443 Foothill Boulevard, La Cañada, CA 91011.  You may request a summary of the assessment be sent to you by con-
tacting: Douglas Caister, General Manager, at (818) 790-6749. 
 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWDSC) Source Water Assessment “In December 2002, 
MWDSC completed its source water assessment of its Colorado River and State Water Project supplies.  Colorado River supplies are considered to 
be most vulnerable to recreation, urban/storm water runoff, increasing urbanization in the watershed and wastewater.  State Water Project sup-
plies are considered to be most vulnerable to urban/storm water runoff, wildlife, agriculture, recreation and wastewater.  A copy of the assessment 
can be obtained by contacting Metropolitan by phone at (213) 217-6850.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact: 
Marcia Torobin, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California P.O. Box 54153 Los Angeles, CA 90054-0153.   
 
(i) In the fall of 2007, MWDSC began treating your water by adding fluoride to the naturally occurring level in order to help prevent dental caries in 
consumers.  The fluoride levels in the treated water are maintained within a range of 0.1 to 1.0 ppm, as required by Department regulations. 
   


