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The Mojave Water Agency is pleased to report that 
water delivered to High Desert communities meets all 
safe drinking water standards as required by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and the California 
Department of Public Health. 

In 2013, MWA began delivering high quality drinking  
water in the High Desert with the completion of the  
Regional Recharge and Recovery project. This project 
delivers groundwater pumped from MWA production 
wells located along the Mojave River to local  
water districts. The Mojave River is then recharged 
with imported State Water Project water to replenish 
the basin to ensure a sustainable water supply. 

Together, we’re securing water for today and tomorrow… 



2013 Water Quality Test Results  

About the Mojave Desert’s Water 

The Mojave Water Agency serves the arid Mojave Desert region with a population of 
approximately 450,000. Despite only receiving an average annual rainfall of five inches, 
the region depends on groundwater from the Mojave River as its primary water source 
for the Victor Valley communities and augments supply with allocations from the State 
Water Project. The Mojave River is fed by rainfall and snow pack from the San Bernar-
dino Mountains, while the Morongo Basin/Johnson Valley area relies on small streams 
that collect runoff from the surrounding mountains during storms. This runoff percolates 
into stream beds or flows to dry lake beds where it evaporates. 



Abbreviations and Definitions 
The following information will assist you in understanding the water quality infor-
mation in this report. To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the California Department of Public Health  
prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water pro-
vided by public water systems. 

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is al-
lowed in drinking water. Primary MCLs are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is 
economically and technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs are set to protect the odor, 
taste, and appearance of drinking water.  

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinking 
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest level of a disinfectant 
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is 
necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG): The level of a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not 
reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.  

Micro Siemens per cm (uS/cm): A measure of conductivity. 

N/A: Not applicable. 

N/S: No standard. 

NTU: Nephelometric turbidity unit. 

pCi/L: Pico curies per liter, a measure of radiation. 

Primary Drinking Water Standard (PDWS): MCLs and MRDLs for contaminants that 
affect health along with their monitoring, reporting and water treatment requirements. 

Public Health Goal (PHG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which 
there is no known or expected risk to health. PHGs are set by the California Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

PPB: Parts per billion, or micrograms per liter. 1 PPB is equal to about one drop in 
17,000 gallons of water. 

PPM: Parts per million, or milligrams per liter. 1 PPM is equal to about one drop in 17 
gallons of water. 

Regulatory Action Level (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant which, if 
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water system must follow. 

Water Quality Continued... 



About Drinking Water 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate 
that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects 
can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 

According to the U.S. Geological Survey, sometimes a glass of water looks cloudy or milky. After 
a few seconds it clears up. The cloudiness might be caused by the water in the pipes being un-
der a bit more pressure than the water in the glass, but is more likely due to tiny air bubbles in 
the water. Like any bubble, the air rises to the top of the water and goes into the air above, 
clearing up the water. Cloudy water, also known as white water, is caused by air bubbles in the 
water. It is completely harmless. 

For more information call 760.946.7000 or  
visit the Mojave  Water Agency website at www.mojavewater .org 

Why is my water sometimes cloudy? 
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