
 

2890 Mosquito Road, Placerville CA, 95667 (530) 622-4513 

Letter No.:  EEO 2016-0803 
 
July 5, 2016 

VIA E-FILE 
Mr. Salvador Turrubiartes  
Associate Sanitary Engineer 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Drinking Water-Sacramento District 
1001 I Street, 13th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Subject:   2015 Consumer Confidence Report and Certification Form 
 
Dear Mr. Turrubiartes: 
 
Please find enclosed copies of El Dorado Irrigation District’s 2015 Water Quality Report (WQR) 
also known as a Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) along with the required certification forms 
for the following water systems:  
 
PWS Code  System Name    
 0910001 Main Water System 
 0910017 Strawberry Water System 
 0910018 Outingdale Water System 
 
If you need further information or have any questions, please contact me at (530) 642-4060. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dana Strahan 
Drinking Water Division Manager 
 
DS/NG:at 
 
Enclosures:  2015 WQR and Certification Form– Main Water System  

2015 WQR and Certification Form – Outingdale Water System  
2015 WQR and Certification Form – Strawberry Water System 
The Waterfront: May-June 2016 edition 
Add Proof for the Mountain Democrat: EID 2015 Water Quality Reports Available 

– Run date May 6, 2016  
 
cc with enclosures: 

El Dorado Irrigation District: 
Nicole Graham, Environmental Compliance Analyst 



2015 CCR Forms & Instructions Revised Jan 2016 
CCR Certification Form Page 1 of 2 

Consumer Confidence Report 
Certification Form 

(To be submitted with a copy of the CCR) 

 
Water System Name: Main Water System 
  
Water System Number: 0910001 

The water system named above hereby certifies that its Consumer Confidence Report was distributed on 
__by June 29, 2016 (date) to customers (and appropriate notices of availability have been given).  
Further, the system certifies that the information contained in the report is correct and consistent with the 
compliance monitoring data previously submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board, Division 
of Drinking Water (DDW). 

Certified by: Name: Dana Strahan   

 Signature:    

 Title: Operations Manager, Drinking Water Division   

 Phone Number: (530) 642-4060 Date: 6/30/2016 
 
To summarize report delivery used and good-faith efforts taken, please complete this page by checking all 
items that apply and fill-in where appropriate: 
 

 CCR was distributed by mail or other direct delivery methods (attach description of other direct 
delivery methods used). 

 CCR was distributed using electronic delivery methods described in the Guidance for Electronic 
Delivery of the Consumer Confidence Report (water systems utilizing electronic delivery methods 
must complete the second page). 

 “Good faith” efforts were used to reach non-bill paying consumers.  Those efforts included the 
following methods: 

 Posting the CCR at the following URL: www.eid.org/main 
 Mailing the CCR to postal patrons within the service area (attach zip codes used) 
 Advertising the availability of the CCR in news media (attach copy of press release) 
 Publication of the CCR in a local newspaper of general circulation (attach a copy of the 

published notice, including name of newspaper and date published) 
 Posted the CCR in public places (attach a list of locations) 
 Delivery of multiple copies of CCR to single-billed addresses serving several persons, such 

as apartments, businesses, and schools 
 Delivery to community organizations (attach a list of organizations) 
 Publication of the CCR in the electronic city newsletter or electronic community newsletter 

or listserv (attach a copy of the article or notice) 
 Electronic announcement of CCR availability via social media outlets (attach list of social 

media outlets utilized) 
 Other (attach a list of other methods used) 

 For systems serving at least 100,000 persons:  Posted CCR on a publicly-accessible internet site at 
the following URL:  www. eid.org/main  

 For privately-owned utilities:  Delivered the CCR to the California Public Utilities Commission 



2015 CCR Forms & Instructions Revised January 2016 
CCR Certification Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Consumer Confidence Report 
Electronic Delivery Certification 

 
Water systems utilizing electronic distribution methods for CCR delivery must complete this page by 
checking all items that apply and fill-in where appropriate.  
 

 Water system mailed a notification that the CCR is available and provides a direct URL to the CCR 
on a publicly available website where it can be viewed (attach a copy of the mailed CCR 
notification).URL: www.eid.org/main 

 Water system emailed a notification that the CCR is available and provides a direct URL to the 
CCR on a publicly available site on the Internet where it can be viewed (attach a copy of the 
emailed CCR notification). URL: www.________________________________________________ 

 Water system emailed the CCR as an electronic file email attachment. 
 Water system emailed the CCR text and tables inserted or embedded into the body of an email, not 

as an attachment (attach a copy of the emailed CCR). 
 Requires prior CDPH review and approval. Water system utilized other electronic delivery method 

that meets the direct delivery requirement. 
 
Provide a brief description of the water system’s electronic delivery procedures and include how the 
water system ensures delivery to customers unable to receive electronic delivery.  
 
 

(1) Published an article in its bi-monthly May-June 2016 newsletter (The Waterfront) mailed to each 
Account Holder of Record notifying them the annual Water Quality Report is available online for review 
and hard copies provided upon request.   It also stated the annual WQR continues to be available for 
review on EID’s website.  URLs were provided in the article for easy access to each of the three reports. 
(2) Provided the following statement in each bill insert for the May and June billing cycle “Your 2015 
Water Quality Report is now available online. To learn more about your drinking water, visit the 
following URL: www.eid.org/main. Call customer service at 530-642-4000 to request a printed copy”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This form is provided as a convenience and may be used to meet the certification requirement of section 64483(c), California Code of 
Regulations. 
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Consumer Confidence Report 
Certification Form 

(To be submitted with a copy of the CCR) 

 
Water System Name: Outingdale Water System 
  
Water System Number: 0910018 

The water system named above hereby certifies that its Consumer Confidence Report was distributed on 
__by June 29, 2016 (date) to customers (and appropriate notices of availability have been given).  
Further, the system certifies that the information contained in the report is correct and consistent with the 
compliance monitoring data previously submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board, Division 
of Drinking Water (DDW). 

Certified by: Name: Dana Strahan   

 Signature:    

 Title: Operations Manager, Drinking Water Division   

 Phone Number: (530) 642-4060 Date: 6/30/2016 
 
To summarize report delivery used and good-faith efforts taken, please complete this page by checking all 
items that apply and fill-in where appropriate: 
 

 CCR was distributed by mail or other direct delivery methods (attach description of other direct 
delivery methods used). 

 CCR was distributed using electronic delivery methods described in the Guidance for Electronic 
Delivery of the Consumer Confidence Report (water systems utilizing electronic delivery methods 
must complete the second page). 

 “Good faith” efforts were used to reach non-bill paying consumers.  Those efforts included the 
following methods: 

 Posting the CCR at the following URL: www.eid.org/outingdale 
 Mailing the CCR to postal patrons within the service area (attach zip codes used) 
 Advertising the availability of the CCR in news media (attach copy of press release) 
 Publication of the CCR in a local newspaper of general circulation (attach a copy of the 

published notice, including name of newspaper and date published) 
 Posted the CCR in public places (attach a list of locations) 
 Delivery of multiple copies of CCR to single-billed addresses serving several persons, such 

as apartments, businesses, and schools 
 Delivery to community organizations (attach a list of organizations) 
 Publication of the CCR in the electronic city newsletter or electronic community newsletter 

or listserv (attach a copy of the article or notice) 
 Electronic announcement of CCR availability via social media outlets (attach list of social 

media outlets utilized) 
 Other (attach a list of other methods used) 

 For systems serving at least 100,000 persons:  Posted CCR on a publicly-accessible internet site at 
the following URL:  www.  

 For privately-owned utilities:  Delivered the CCR to the California Public Utilities Commission 
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CCR Certification Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Consumer Confidence Report 
Electronic Delivery Certification 

 
Water systems utilizing electronic distribution methods for CCR delivery must complete this page by 
checking all items that apply and fill-in where appropriate.  
 

 Water system mailed a notification that the CCR is available and provides a direct URL to the CCR 
on a publicly available website where it can be viewed (attach a copy of the mailed CCR 
notification).URL: www.eid.org/outingdale 

 Water system emailed a notification that the CCR is available and provides a direct URL to the 
CCR on a publicly available site on the Internet where it can be viewed (attach a copy of the 
emailed CCR notification). URL: www.________________________________________________ 

 Water system emailed the CCR as an electronic file email attachment. 
 Water system emailed the CCR text and tables inserted or embedded into the body of an email, not 

as an attachment (attach a copy of the emailed CCR). 
 Requires prior CDPH review and approval. Water system utilized other electronic delivery method 

that meets the direct delivery requirement. 
 
Provide a brief description of the water system’s electronic delivery procedures and include how the 
water system ensures delivery to customers unable to receive electronic delivery.  
 
 

(1) Published an article in its bi-monthly May-June 2015 newsletter (The Waterfront) mailed to each 
Account Holder of Record notifying them the annual Water Quality Report is available online for review 
and hard copies provided upon request.   It also stated the annual WQR continues to be available for 
review on EID’s website.  URLs were provided in the article for easy access to each of the three reports. 
(2) Provide the following statement in each bill insert for the May and June billing cycle “Your 2015 
Water Quality Report is now available online. To learn more about your drinking water, visit the 
following URL: www.eid.org/outingdale. Call customer service at 530-642-4000 to request a printed 
copy”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This form is provided as a convenience and may be used to meet the certification requirement of section 64483(c), California Code of 
Regulations. 
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Consumer Confidence Report 
Certification Form 

(To be submitted with a copy of the CCR) 

 
Water System Name: Strawberry Water System 
  
Water System Number: 0910017 

The water system named above hereby certifies that its Consumer Confidence Report was distributed on 
__by June 29, 2016 (date) to customers (and appropriate notices of availability have been given).  
Further, the system certifies that the information contained in the report is correct and consistent with the 
compliance monitoring data previously submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board, Division 
of Drinking Water (DDW). 

Certified by: Name: Dana Strahan   

 Signature:    

 Title: Operations Manager, Drinking Water Division   

 Phone Number: (530) 642-4060 Date: 6/30/2016 
 
To summarize report delivery used and good-faith efforts taken, please complete this page by checking all 
items that apply and fill-in where appropriate: 
 

 CCR was distributed by mail or other direct delivery methods (attach description of other direct 
delivery methods used). 

 CCR was distributed using electronic delivery methods described in the Guidance for Electronic 
Delivery of the Consumer Confidence Report (water systems utilizing electronic delivery methods 
must complete the second page). 

 “Good faith” efforts were used to reach non-bill paying consumers.  Those efforts included the 
following methods: 

 Posting the CCR at the following URL: www.eid.org/strawberry 
 Mailing the CCR to postal patrons within the service area (attach zip codes used) 
 Advertising the availability of the CCR in news media (attach copy of press release) 
 Publication of the CCR in a local newspaper of general circulation (attach a copy of the 

published notice, including name of newspaper and date published) 
 Posted the CCR in public places (attach a list of locations) 
 Delivery of multiple copies of CCR to single-billed addresses serving several persons, such 

as apartments, businesses, and schools 
 Delivery to community organizations (attach a list of organizations) 
 Publication of the CCR in the electronic city newsletter or electronic community newsletter 

or listserv (attach a copy of the article or notice) 
 Electronic announcement of CCR availability via social media outlets (attach list of social 

media outlets utilized) 
 Other (attach a list of other methods used) 

 For systems serving at least 100,000 persons:  Posted CCR on a publicly-accessible internet site at 
the following URL:  www.  

 For privately-owned utilities:  Delivered the CCR to the California Public Utilities Commission 



2015 CCR Forms & Instructions Revised January 2016 
CCR Certification Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Consumer Confidence Report 
Electronic Delivery Certification 

 
Water systems utilizing electronic distribution methods for CCR delivery must complete this page by 
checking all items that apply and fill-in where appropriate.  
 

 Water system mailed a notification that the CCR is available and provides a direct URL to the CCR 
on a publicly available website where it can be viewed (attach a copy of the mailed CCR 
notification).URL: www.eid.org/strawberry 

 Water system emailed a notification that the CCR is available and provides a direct URL to the 
CCR on a publicly available site on the Internet where it can be viewed (attach a copy of the 
emailed CCR notification). URL: www.________________________________________________ 

 Water system emailed the CCR as an electronic file email attachment. 
 Water system emailed the CCR text and tables inserted or embedded into the body of an email, not 

as an attachment (attach a copy of the emailed CCR). 
 Requires prior CDPH review and approval. Water system utilized other electronic delivery method 

that meets the direct delivery requirement. 
 
Provide a brief description of the water system’s electronic delivery procedures and include how the 
water system ensures delivery to customers unable to receive electronic delivery.  
 
 

(1) Published an article in its bi-monthly May-June 2015 newsletter (The Waterfront) mailed to each 
Account Holder of Record notifying them the annual Water Quality Report is available online for review 
and hard copies provided upon request.   It also stated the annual WQR continues to be available for 
review on EID’s website.  URLs were provided in the article for easy access to each of the three reports. 
(2) Provide the following statement in each bill insert for the May and June billing cycle “Your 2015 
Water Quality Report is now available online. To learn more about your drinking water, visit the 
following URL: www.eid.org/strawberry. Call customer service at 530-642-4000 to request a printed 
copy”. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This form is provided as a convenience and may be used to meet the certification requirement of section 64483(c), California Code of 
Regulations. 
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The Waterfront is written and designed by EID’s Communications Department.
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Board meetings generally occur on the second and fourth Monday of each month. The date marked (T) take place on a Tuesday. Dates with an asterisk are tentative.

2016 REGULAR BOARD MEETINGS

The Waterfront
EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT                                                                                                    MAY – JUNE 2016

Drought Update-EID in Good Shape

RECREATION, continued from page 3

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and California law, it is the policy of the El Dorado Irrigation District to offer its public programs, services and meetings in a manner that is readily 
accessible to everyone, including individuals with disabilities. If you are a person with a disability and require information or materials in an appropriate alternative format; or if you require any other 
accommodation, please contact the ADA Coordinator at the number or address below at least 72 hours prior to the meeting or when you desire to receive services. Advance notification within this guideline 
will enable the District to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. The District ADA Coordinator can be reached by phone at (530) 642-4013 or e-mail at adacoordinator@eid.org.

Since water conservation became mandatory by order of the 
State Water Resources Control Board in June 2015, EID 
customers have cumulatively reduced water use by 30 percent 
compared to 2013. This result exceeded our 28 percent target, 
and continues to exceed our new 24 percent reduction target.

EID pressed for and received a climate credit that reduced our 
conservation mandate in early April 2016. As this newsletter 
is going to press, EID is still required to reduce its water 
consumption by 24 percent through October 2016.

On April 20, the State Water Board is soliciting input on 
whether to relax or rescind the order Governor Brown issued 
in the spring of 2015.  At that meeting, EID is requesting 
elimination of the drought declaration to return authority to 

EID to manage its water supply portfolio. The State Water 
Board will announce its proposed revisions to the policy in 
early May.

At this time, the district continues to be under a Stage 2 Water 
Warning and watering restrictions are in place. From April 16 
through May 31, customers can water twice weekly with the 
schedule that is based on their address ending number. 

For the most current updates, please keep an eye on the EID 
drought page at www.eid.org/drought. To read more about 
how EID is pressing for more regional control to manage 
the drought, turn to page two and read the Message from the 
General Manager entitled "Restore Local Control for Drought 
Management".

of Reclamation, oversight of the lake changed from federal to state authority. The State of 
California does not allow body contact in drinking water reservoirs. Jenkinson Lake is one 
of approximately six drinking water reservoirs with an exemption from the “no body contact” 
regulation. 

When the legislation was passed in 2006 allowing body contact to continue at the lake, 
certain legislative conditions were imposed. The conditions were: 1) to provide fencing and 
buoys at the second dam to protect the drinking water intake, 2) not allowing domestic 
animals in the water, and 3) not allowing diapers of any sort in the water. Violations of these 
conditions could result in the revocation of the “no body contact” exemption. 

“No body contact is defined as not allowing wading, swimming, or boating of any kind for 
people or dogs,” said Hawkins. “Obviously, it would be devastating if we lost the exemption, 
so it is very important for park staff to enforce the rules.”

Additional Lakes and Recreational Sites

EID is mandated by the Project 184 hydroelectric license to operate Silver Lake West 
Campground, Silver Lake boat launch and day use facilities, Caples Lake boat launch facilities, 
and Forebay Reservoir.  

Silver Lake is situated at an elevation of 7,200 feet and provides an excellent destination for high alpine recreation activities. 
Surrounded by the Eldorado National Forest, this exceptional location was a resting place along the Mormon Emigrant Trail 
established by Kit Carson. The summer recreation season at Silver Lake varies depending on snowpack and weather conditions. 
The goal is to open the facilities for Memorial Day weekend and remain open through October. Silver Lake boat launch includes a 
day-use area and there are 42 campsites in the Silver Lake West campground. 

Caples Lake, at an elevation of 7,800 feet offers another excellent high alpine get-away. The area offers scenic picnicking areas, 
a boat ramp and access to trails entering the Mokelumne Wilderness to the south. The Caples Lake boat launch facility, which 
opened in 2010, also has day-use facilities and is open—weather permitting—Memorial Day weekend through October. 

There is also a day-use facility at Forebay 
Reservoir in Pollock Pines. Forebay includes a 
delightful picnic area with fishing access. Forebay 
Reservoir—a no-body-contact reservoir—
was created to regulate water flow to EID’s 
hydroelectric power generation facility. But it is 
also a great daytime recreation spot, perfect for 
barbeques, quiet walks, and fishing. The area is 
located on Forebay Road in Pollock Pines, just off 
Pony Express Trail at Highway 50’s Sly Park Road 
exit. The area is open from dawn to dusk.

Recreation’s operational costs are funded from the 
fees paid by park visitors. Annual passes may be 

purchased online, by mail, or in person at the park entrance gatehouse. Annual passes are good for day use access to all three of 
EID’s recreational use lakes, which include facilities at Silver and Caples lakes in addition to Jenkinson at Sly Park.

For more information about Sly Park and EID’s other recreational facilities, please visit our website at www.eid.org/recreation.

Jenkinson Lake at Sly Park
Reservoir Conditions

(as of April 18, 2016) 
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State Water Board Compliance Tracking
Potable Water Conservation – 2015/2016 vs. 2013

(June 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016) 

Your Water Quality Report is Now Available Online
Each year, EID provides its customers with an annual water 
quality report to let you know how our water quality stacks up 
against established federal and state drinking water standards. 
We encourage you to review this report as it provides details 
about the source and quality of the drinking water delivered to 
your community in 2015.

EID maintains three water systems—two small systems 
that supply the unincorporated communities of Strawberry 
(approximately 40 miles east of Placerville on Highway 50) and 
Outingdale (approximately 15 miles southeast of Placerville), 
and the main system, which covers the rest of EID’s service area. 

Scan the QR codes to the right with your 
smartphone or tablet to read the 2015 water quality 
report for your community. Or go to the following 
addresses.

MAIN SYSTEM: www.eid.org/main

OUTINGDALE: www.eid.org/outingdale

STRAWBERRY: www.eid.org/strawberry

Este informe contiene información muy importante 
sobre su agua beber. Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien que 
lo entienda bien.

Main

Outingdale

Strawberry

4771 Sly Park Road, Pollock Pines, California
(530) 295-6810     www.eid.org/recreation

Owned and operated by El Dorado Irrigation District

A fisherman with a large lake trout 
taken from Jenkinson Lake

The graphs above show (at left) EID's compliance tracking numbers that are transmitted to the state each month. On the right is the current 
(as of April 18) status of Jenkinson Lake, EID's primary drinking water reservoir.



During its March 28 
meeting EID's Board 
of Directors voted to 
rescind the drought 
emergency that has been 
in continuous effect 
since February 4, 2014.

In fact, the board would 
have unanimously re-

scinded its drought declaration entirely were it not for the state’s mandate to 
continue to implement the district’s drought contingency plan.

For now, we are maintaining the Stage 2 Water Warning, which includes the 24 
percent conservation mandate and restrictions on certain uses of potable water. 
We are doing this solely because the state requires that we do it. But the state 
mandates do not adequately take into account regional differences in supply.

For EID and other water purveyors in our region, the drought is over.

The district has returned to normal water supply conditions. Our largest 
reservoir at Jenkinson Lake, which 
holds a two-year supply, is full and 
spilling. Folsom Lake is making flood-
control releases and will likely fill this 
year. Every reservoir upon which the 
district relies is full or will fill, and EID 
anticipates again having surplus water 
available for transfer in 2016.

Due to our customers’ superb 
performance when called to conserve, 
the district has exceeded the 24 
(previously 28) percent conservation 

mandated by the State Water Resources Control Board since June 2015.

Throughout the drought, beginning with the first dry year in 2012, the district 
has been able to serve its customers without risk of shortage. And in 2015—in 
the depths of the drought—EID was able to transfer surplus water (water that 
would otherwise have been lost to downstream users) to an agricultural water 
purveyor in central California, enhancing the non-rate revenues that we use to 
help pay down debt and fund needed infrastructure reinvestments.

In addition to customer conservation, EID has developed a reliable water 
supply in part due to the district’s investment of many millions of dollars to 
build infrastructure and prudently manage its robust water portfolio.

Our greatest drought-management challenge at this point is explaining 
to our customers why they must still conserve when there is no reason to 
believe that we will be short of water to serve them. The short answer is, we 
remain legally bound to follow the state’s mandates, whether or not they 
make sense in our region.

We recognize that some parts of the state remain water-short, but we’re pushing 
hard to make the state regulators aware of our situation. District staff is urgently 
requesting that the State Water Board modify its regulation to take a more re-
gional approach. Our position is that where drought conditions have eased—as 
is the case in EID’s service area—the drought regulation should be lifted and 
control restored to local agencies who know best how to manage their resources.

If the state listens and responds positively, we will move to lift all local 
drought restrictions.

Jim Abercrombie

2 3

Restore Local 
Control for Drought 
Management

Message from the 
General Manager

Every year, EID’s recreation sites rank among the most popular 
destinations for campers, hikers, boaters, anglers, equestrians, 
photographers, and all-around nature lovers. Sly Park Recre-
ation Area, located in Pollock Pines, serves more than 400,000 
visitors annually. In 2015—for the ninth consecutive year—Sly 
Park was voted “Best Recreation Facility” by readers of the 
Mountain Democrat newspaper, as well as “Best Campground” 
on the KCRA 3 A-List.

Recreation Opportunities Abound

Whether you come to camp, or just spend the day hiking and 
enjoying the scenery, the amenities around Sly Park’s Jenkinson 
Lake are hard to beat. Day-use picnic areas are located 
throughout the park area. One large day-use area is located a 
half mile from the gatehouse entrance, and all are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Camping opportunities are plentiful. Sly Park features six group 
camps, equestrian campsites, an event center, a scout camp, and 
eight family campgrounds that contain a total of 191 individual 
sites, each with a picnic table, fire ring, and barbecue. 

There is access to 30 miles of hiking, mountain bike, and 
equestrian trails around the lake and in the surrounding 
Eldorado National Forest land. Trailhead parking is located 
throughout the park. Visitors wishing to hike to the waterfall 
should use the Hazel Creek Meadow day use area, which is 
located four miles past the gatehouse entrance. Additional 
trailhead parking is located just past the second dam on 
Mormon Emigrant Trail at Bumpy Meadows.

Sly Park offers an excellent facility for larger groups, like 
wedding receptions and birthday parties. The scenic outdoor 

wooded setting at the Event Center includes lake views. 
Outside the facility there is plenty of room for up to 75 guests. 
There’s a barbeque area as well as picnic tables and a large 
deck overlooking the lake. Inside, the house can hold up to 46 
people. There is one large room and a smaller room, as well as a 
full kitchen with a stove, refrigerator, and microwave.

Getting on the water is a breeze and there are many 
opportunities to rent kayaks, paddleboats, stand-up 
paddleboards and canoes on weekends at the Stonebraker boat 
launch between Memorial Day weekend and Labor Day. 
“EID takes pride in hosting the many thousands of families 
and friends who visit our recreation sites,” said EID Parks 
and Recreation Manager Greg Hawkins. “Not only do these 
facilities serve a vital role in our water and hydroelectric 
systems, but they are also the places where generations of our 
visitors return again and again to make lasting memories.”

Not only does it have beautiful facilities for recreation, 
Jenkinson Lake at the heart of Sly Park Recreation Area 
represents a vital component in EID’s drinking water system. 
“Recreation is directly related to our core business of water,” 
said Hawkins. “All of our recreation facilities are located at or 
near EID drinking water sources and we recognize the need 
to manage recreational uses in a manner that preserves the 

high quality of water. Recreation’s continuing mission is to 
provide financially and environmentally sustainable recreation 
opportunities for our visitors while protecting water quality and 
the district’s resources.” 

When EID purchased Jenkinson Lake from the U.S. Bureau 

If the state lIstens 
and responds 
posItIvely, we wIll 
move to lIft all 
local drought 
restrIctIons. 

It is estimated that ten percent of homes have 
leaks that waste 90 gallons or more per day. 

The average household's leaks can account for 
more than 10,000 gallons of water wasted every 
year, or the amount of water needed to wash 
270 loads of laundry.

Nationwide, household leaks can waste more 
than 1 trillion gallons annually. That's equal to 
the annual household water use of more than 
11 million homes.

Common types of leaks found in the home 
include worn toilet flappers, dripping faucets, and 
other leaking valves. All are easily correctable.

Keep your home leak-free by repairing 
dripping faucets, toilet flappers, and 
showerheads. In most cases, fixture replacement 
parts don't require a major investment.

Most common leaks can be eliminated after 
retrofitting a household with new WaterSense 
labeled fixtures and other high-efficiency 
appliances.

Don’t forget to check irrigation systems for 
leaks and make sure no water is running off 
when irrigating. 

Leak Detection

A good method to check for leaks is to examine 
your winter water usage. It's likely that a family 
of four has a serious leak problem if its winter 
water use exceeds 1,600 cubic feet (12,000 
gallons) per month.

Check your water meter before and after a 
two-hour period when no water is being used. 
If the meter does not read exactly the same, you 
probably have a leak.

One way to find out if you have a toilet leak 
is to place a drop of food coloring in the toilet 
tank. If the color shows up in the bowl within 
10 minutes without flushing, you have a leak. 
Make sure to flush immediately after this 
experiment to avoid staining the tank.

To learn more about how to find and fix leaks, 
visit the Maintenance page of our website at 
www.eid.org/leaks.

The Facts on Leaks

Top: The boardwalk at Hazel Meadow. Below, left: View from a camp site within the Pinecone campground area. Below, right: Stand-up 
paddleboarders enjoy Jenkinson Lake at dusk

see RECREATION page 4

EID REcREatIon oppoRtunItIEs: pEREnnIal communIty FavoRItEs



During its March 28 
meeting EID's Board 
of Directors voted to 
rescind the drought 
emergency that has been 
in continuous effect 
since February 4, 2014.

In fact, the board would 
have unanimously re-

scinded its drought declaration entirely were it not for the state’s mandate to 
continue to implement the district’s drought contingency plan.

For now, we are maintaining the Stage 2 Water Warning, which includes the 24 
percent conservation mandate and restrictions on certain uses of potable water. 
We are doing this solely because the state requires that we do it. But the state 
mandates do not adequately take into account regional differences in supply.

For EID and other water purveyors in our region, the drought is over.

The district has returned to normal water supply conditions. Our largest 
reservoir at Jenkinson Lake, which 
holds a two-year supply, is full and 
spilling. Folsom Lake is making flood-
control releases and will likely fill this 
year. Every reservoir upon which the 
district relies is full or will fill, and EID 
anticipates again having surplus water 
available for transfer in 2016.

Due to our customers’ superb 
performance when called to conserve, 
the district has exceeded the 24 
(previously 28) percent conservation 

mandated by the State Water Resources Control Board since June 2015.

Throughout the drought, beginning with the first dry year in 2012, the district 
has been able to serve its customers without risk of shortage. And in 2015—in 
the depths of the drought—EID was able to transfer surplus water (water that 
would otherwise have been lost to downstream users) to an agricultural water 
purveyor in central California, enhancing the non-rate revenues that we use to 
help pay down debt and fund needed infrastructure reinvestments.

In addition to customer conservation, EID has developed a reliable water 
supply in part due to the district’s investment of many millions of dollars to 
build infrastructure and prudently manage its robust water portfolio.

Our greatest drought-management challenge at this point is explaining 
to our customers why they must still conserve when there is no reason to 
believe that we will be short of water to serve them. The short answer is, we 
remain legally bound to follow the state’s mandates, whether or not they 
make sense in our region.

We recognize that some parts of the state remain water-short, but we’re pushing 
hard to make the state regulators aware of our situation. District staff is urgently 
requesting that the State Water Board modify its regulation to take a more re-
gional approach. Our position is that where drought conditions have eased—as 
is the case in EID’s service area—the drought regulation should be lifted and 
control restored to local agencies who know best how to manage their resources.

If the state listens and responds positively, we will move to lift all local 
drought restrictions.

Jim Abercrombie
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Restore Local 
Control for Drought 
Management

Message from the 
General Manager

Every year, EID’s recreation sites rank among the most popular 
destinations for campers, hikers, boaters, anglers, equestrians, 
photographers, and all-around nature lovers. Sly Park Recre-
ation Area, located in Pollock Pines, serves more than 400,000 
visitors annually. In 2015—for the ninth consecutive year—Sly 
Park was voted “Best Recreation Facility” by readers of the 
Mountain Democrat newspaper, as well as “Best Campground” 
on the KCRA 3 A-List.

Recreation Opportunities Abound

Whether you come to camp, or just spend the day hiking and 
enjoying the scenery, the amenities around Sly Park’s Jenkinson 
Lake are hard to beat. Day-use picnic areas are located 
throughout the park area. One large day-use area is located a 
half mile from the gatehouse entrance, and all are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Camping opportunities are plentiful. Sly Park features six group 
camps, equestrian campsites, an event center, a scout camp, and 
eight family campgrounds that contain a total of 191 individual 
sites, each with a picnic table, fire ring, and barbecue. 

There is access to 30 miles of hiking, mountain bike, and 
equestrian trails around the lake and in the surrounding 
Eldorado National Forest land. Trailhead parking is located 
throughout the park. Visitors wishing to hike to the waterfall 
should use the Hazel Creek Meadow day use area, which is 
located four miles past the gatehouse entrance. Additional 
trailhead parking is located just past the second dam on 
Mormon Emigrant Trail at Bumpy Meadows.

Sly Park offers an excellent facility for larger groups, like 
wedding receptions and birthday parties. The scenic outdoor 

wooded setting at the Event Center includes lake views. 
Outside the facility there is plenty of room for up to 75 guests. 
There’s a barbeque area as well as picnic tables and a large 
deck overlooking the lake. Inside, the house can hold up to 46 
people. There is one large room and a smaller room, as well as a 
full kitchen with a stove, refrigerator, and microwave.

Getting on the water is a breeze and there are many 
opportunities to rent kayaks, paddleboats, stand-up 
paddleboards and canoes on weekends at the Stonebraker boat 
launch between Memorial Day weekend and Labor Day. 
“EID takes pride in hosting the many thousands of families 
and friends who visit our recreation sites,” said EID Parks 
and Recreation Manager Greg Hawkins. “Not only do these 
facilities serve a vital role in our water and hydroelectric 
systems, but they are also the places where generations of our 
visitors return again and again to make lasting memories.”

Not only does it have beautiful facilities for recreation, 
Jenkinson Lake at the heart of Sly Park Recreation Area 
represents a vital component in EID’s drinking water system. 
“Recreation is directly related to our core business of water,” 
said Hawkins. “All of our recreation facilities are located at or 
near EID drinking water sources and we recognize the need 
to manage recreational uses in a manner that preserves the 

high quality of water. Recreation’s continuing mission is to 
provide financially and environmentally sustainable recreation 
opportunities for our visitors while protecting water quality and 
the district’s resources.” 

When EID purchased Jenkinson Lake from the U.S. Bureau 

If the state lIstens 
and responds 
posItIvely, we wIll 
move to lIft all 
local drought 
restrIctIons. 

It is estimated that ten percent of homes have 
leaks that waste 90 gallons or more per day. 

The average household's leaks can account for 
more than 10,000 gallons of water wasted every 
year, or the amount of water needed to wash 
270 loads of laundry.

Nationwide, household leaks can waste more 
than 1 trillion gallons annually. That's equal to 
the annual household water use of more than 
11 million homes.

Common types of leaks found in the home 
include worn toilet flappers, dripping faucets, and 
other leaking valves. All are easily correctable.

Keep your home leak-free by repairing 
dripping faucets, toilet flappers, and 
showerheads. In most cases, fixture replacement 
parts don't require a major investment.

Most common leaks can be eliminated after 
retrofitting a household with new WaterSense 
labeled fixtures and other high-efficiency 
appliances.

Don’t forget to check irrigation systems for 
leaks and make sure no water is running off 
when irrigating. 

Leak Detection

A good method to check for leaks is to examine 
your winter water usage. It's likely that a family 
of four has a serious leak problem if its winter 
water use exceeds 1,600 cubic feet (12,000 
gallons) per month.

Check your water meter before and after a 
two-hour period when no water is being used. 
If the meter does not read exactly the same, you 
probably have a leak.

One way to find out if you have a toilet leak 
is to place a drop of food coloring in the toilet 
tank. If the color shows up in the bowl within 
10 minutes without flushing, you have a leak. 
Make sure to flush immediately after this 
experiment to avoid staining the tank.

To learn more about how to find and fix leaks, 
visit the Maintenance page of our website at 
www.eid.org/leaks.

The Facts on Leaks

Top: The boardwalk at Hazel Meadow. Below, left: View from a camp site within the Pinecone campground area. Below, right: Stand-up 
paddleboarders enjoy Jenkinson Lake at dusk

see RECREATION page 4

EID REcREatIon oppoRtunItIEs: pEREnnIal communIty FavoRItEs
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and California law, it is the policy of the El Dorado Irrigation District to offer its public programs, services and meetings in a manner that is readily 
accessible to everyone, including individuals with disabilities. If you are a person with a disability and require information or materials in an appropriate alternative format; or if you require any other 
accommodation, please contact the ADA Coordinator at the number or address below at least 72 hours prior to the meeting or when you desire to receive services. Advance notification within this guideline 
will enable the District to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. The District ADA Coordinator can be reached by phone at (530) 642-4013 or e-mail at adacoordinator@eid.org.

Since water conservation became mandatory by order of the 
State Water Resources Control Board in June 2015, EID 
customers have cumulatively reduced water use by 30 percent 
compared to 2013. This result exceeded our 28 percent target, 
and continues to exceed our new 24 percent reduction target.

EID pressed for and received a climate credit that reduced our 
conservation mandate in early April 2016. As this newsletter 
is going to press, EID is still required to reduce its water 
consumption by 24 percent through October 2016.

On April 20, the State Water Board is soliciting input on 
whether to relax or rescind the order Governor Brown issued 
in the spring of 2015.  At that meeting, EID is requesting 
elimination of the drought declaration to return authority to 

EID to manage its water supply portfolio. The State Water 
Board will announce its proposed revisions to the policy in 
early May.

At this time, the district continues to be under a Stage 2 Water 
Warning and watering restrictions are in place. From April 16 
through May 31, customers can water twice weekly with the 
schedule that is based on their address ending number. 

For the most current updates, please keep an eye on the EID 
drought page at www.eid.org/drought. To read more about 
how EID is pressing for more regional control to manage 
the drought, turn to page two and read the Message from the 
General Manager entitled "Restore Local Control for Drought 
Management".

of Reclamation, oversight of the lake changed from federal to state authority. The State of 
California does not allow body contact in drinking water reservoirs. Jenkinson Lake is one 
of approximately six drinking water reservoirs with an exemption from the “no body contact” 
regulation. 

When the legislation was passed in 2006 allowing body contact to continue at the lake, 
certain legislative conditions were imposed. The conditions were: 1) to provide fencing and 
buoys at the second dam to protect the drinking water intake, 2) not allowing domestic 
animals in the water, and 3) not allowing diapers of any sort in the water. Violations of these 
conditions could result in the revocation of the “no body contact” exemption. 

“No body contact is defined as not allowing wading, swimming, or boating of any kind for 
people or dogs,” said Hawkins. “Obviously, it would be devastating if we lost the exemption, 
so it is very important for park staff to enforce the rules.”

Additional Lakes and Recreational Sites

EID is mandated by the Project 184 hydroelectric license to operate Silver Lake West 
Campground, Silver Lake boat launch and day use facilities, Caples Lake boat launch facilities, 
and Forebay Reservoir.  

Silver Lake is situated at an elevation of 7,200 feet and provides an excellent destination for high alpine recreation activities. 
Surrounded by the Eldorado National Forest, this exceptional location was a resting place along the Mormon Emigrant Trail 
established by Kit Carson. The summer recreation season at Silver Lake varies depending on snowpack and weather conditions. 
The goal is to open the facilities for Memorial Day weekend and remain open through October. Silver Lake boat launch includes a 
day-use area and there are 42 campsites in the Silver Lake West campground. 

Caples Lake, at an elevation of 7,800 feet offers another excellent high alpine get-away. The area offers scenic picnicking areas, 
a boat ramp and access to trails entering the Mokelumne Wilderness to the south. The Caples Lake boat launch facility, which 
opened in 2010, also has day-use facilities and is open—weather permitting—Memorial Day weekend through October. 

There is also a day-use facility at Forebay 
Reservoir in Pollock Pines. Forebay includes a 
delightful picnic area with fishing access. Forebay 
Reservoir—a no-body-contact reservoir—
was created to regulate water flow to EID’s 
hydroelectric power generation facility. But it is 
also a great daytime recreation spot, perfect for 
barbeques, quiet walks, and fishing. The area is 
located on Forebay Road in Pollock Pines, just off 
Pony Express Trail at Highway 50’s Sly Park Road 
exit. The area is open from dawn to dusk.

Recreation’s operational costs are funded from the 
fees paid by park visitors. Annual passes may be 

purchased online, by mail, or in person at the park entrance gatehouse. Annual passes are good for day use access to all three of 
EID’s recreational use lakes, which include facilities at Silver and Caples lakes in addition to Jenkinson at Sly Park.

For more information about Sly Park and EID’s other recreational facilities, please visit our website at www.eid.org/recreation.

Jenkinson Lake at Sly Park
Reservoir Conditions

(as of April 18, 2016) 
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State Water Board Compliance Tracking
Potable Water Conservation – 2015/2016 vs. 2013

(June 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016) 

Your Water Quality Report is Now Available Online
Each year, EID provides its customers with an annual water 
quality report to let you know how our water quality stacks up 
against established federal and state drinking water standards. 
We encourage you to review this report as it provides details 
about the source and quality of the drinking water delivered to 
your community in 2015.

EID maintains three water systems—two small systems 
that supply the unincorporated communities of Strawberry 
(approximately 40 miles east of Placerville on Highway 50) and 
Outingdale (approximately 15 miles southeast of Placerville), 
and the main system, which covers the rest of EID’s service area. 

Scan the QR codes to the right with your 
smartphone or tablet to read the 2015 water quality 
report for your community. Or go to the following 
addresses.

MAIN SYSTEM: www.eid.org/main

OUTINGDALE: www.eid.org/outingdale

STRAWBERRY: www.eid.org/strawberry

Este informe contiene información muy importante 
sobre su agua beber. Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien que 
lo entienda bien.

Main

Outingdale

Strawberry

4771 Sly Park Road, Pollock Pines, California
(530) 295-6810     www.eid.org/recreation

Owned and operated by El Dorado Irrigation District

A fisherman with a large lake trout 
taken from Jenkinson Lake

The graphs above show (at left) EID's compliance tracking numbers that are transmitted to the state each month. On the right is the current 
(as of April 18) status of Jenkinson Lake, EID's primary drinking water reservoir.
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Your Water Quality Report 
is Now Available Online

Each year, EID provides its customers with an annual water quality 
report to let you know how our water quality stacks up against  
established federal and state drinking water standards. We encourage 
you to review this report as it provides details about the source and 
quality of the drinking water delivered to your community in 2015.

EID maintains three water systems—two small systems that supply the 
unincorporated communities of Strawberry (approximately 40 miles 
east of Placerville on Highway 50) and Outingdale (approximately 15 
miles southeast of Placerville), and the main system, which covers the 
rest of EID’s service area. 

To read the reports, please visit the following website addresses:
 MAIN SYSTEM: www.eid.org/main
 OUTINGDALE: www.eid.org/outingdale
 STRAWBERRY: www.eid.org/strawberry

Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su agua beber. 
Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien
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